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25X1 1. ON 19 MARCH, FAD LENGTHY, RELAXED CONVERSATION ‘

" REPLACED LAIRD IN LATTER POST WHEN HE BECAME SECDEF, PURPOSE

| OF SESSION WAS INFORMAL BRIEFING ON CURRENT EVENTS IN LAOS, 5

WITH REPRESENTATIVE JOHN J, RHODES (REPUBLICAN, ARIZONA), WHO ;
IS LEAVING SHORTLY FOR A TRIP TO VIETNAM, LAOS AND CAMBODIA,
MR, RHODES IS MEMBER HOUSE APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEE AND

'
CHAIRMAN OF INFORMAL REPUBLICAN POLICY COMMITTEE, HAVING ”:

CAMBODIA, VIETNAM AND, TO MUCH LESSER EXTENT, THAILAND,

2. RHODES IS NOT MEMBER SUBCOMMITTEE, BUT HIS 25X1_;.'f
VOICE CARRIES CONSIDERABLE WEIGHT IN HOUSE REPUBLICAN CIRCLES, 2 5X1°
HE IS ANXIOUS TO LEARN AS MUCH AS HE CAN ABOUT INDO CHINA AREA ON
. FORTHCOMING TRIP, HE EXPRESSED DESIRE TO SEE
25X1  (IF LATTER NOT TOO BUSYJ) :
25X1 HE SAID HE WOULD MAKE THE OVERTURES IF TIME :
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AND CIRCUMSTANCES PERMITTED,

3. RHODES IS VERY COURTEOUS AND SOMEWHAT DECEPTIVELY LOW-

KEY., HE KNOWS A GOOD DEAL ABOUT THE AREA AND HAS GREAT INTEREST
s INIT, PARTLY BECAUSE ONE OF HIS TWO SONS IS A CAPTAIN IN TUY HOA
WORKING ON THE PHOENIX PROGRAM, HE DOES NOT LIKE FORMAL

BRIEFINGS AND DOES LIKE INFORMAL BUT COMPREHENSIVE CONVERSATIONS,

25X1 HE SEEMS WELL DISPOSED TO AND SPOKE WELL OF OUR EFFORTS

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA.
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- 4. IF RHODES CON’TACTS ANY OR ALL OF YOU, OPERATIONAL DETAILS
SHOULD BE AVOIDED BUT WITH THAT CAVEAT, CANDOR WILI BE WELL
RECEIVED AND RHODES SEEMS WELL AWARE OF THE NEED FORl DISCRETION
ON HIS PART, PLEASE REPORT ANY CONVERSATIONS WITH HIM TO : ;;
HEADQU.ARTERS. i

25X1 END OF MESSAGE
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